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soul was his own to do with as he pleased, to love
whom he wished. She could do likewise.
Yet the Soviet Union in the past two years has given
much evidence that home life and family relations are
undergoing vital changes. You can still obtain a divorce
in Russia for the price of a cup of coffee and doughnuts
and in no more time than is required to swallow a quick
lunch. However, people no longer rush to the divorce
court. Divorce has lost its thrill. The old marriages
have a tendency to become permanent and the new
marriages are contracted with less haste.
It is the young who lead in the movement for the
rehabilitation of home and family life on a more con-
servative and lasting basis. This is not unnatural. It
is the young generation that has suffered most from
love and sex excesses since the revolution.
There are in the Soviet Union today thousands of
young women who, with their ailing and deformed
bodies, bear witness to the fact that abortions even
when made with the sanction of the law (the Soviet
government has legalized abortion) and by reputable
physicians, still leave ravaging physical consequences.
There are numbers of young men throughout the coun-
try, some of them mere boys, who bear on their con-
science the suicide of young girls whom they wantonly
promised to marry but, when the girls became mothers,
went back on their word.
The Comsomol, or League of Communist Youth,
now takes up all such perversities of comradely rela-